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intestinal tract, and the trophozoites inhabit the cecum and colon (Levine,
1961)

Hosts

Mice, rats, hamsters, and other rodent species (Levme, 1961, 1974)

Epizootwlogy

The trophozoites reside in the cecum and colon, where they are most
commonly found at the interface between the fecal stream and the intestinal
epithelium The cysts are quite resistant to environmental conditions (Levine,
1961)

Clinical

E muris infections are always subclimcal (Levine, 1961, 1974)

Pathology

The organism is nonpathogenic (Levine, 1961, 1974).

Diagnosis

The infection can be diagnosed by demonstrating the trophozoites in wet
mounts of intestinal contents from the cecum or colon or the cysts in feces
(Levine, 1961, 1974). In histologic sections of the cecum or large intestine
prepared without disturbing the lummal contents, the trophozoites are read-
ily identified at the margin of the fecal stream In sections stained by
hematoxylin and eosin, the trophozoites usually have a distinct magenta-
stained nucleus and violet-stained cytoplasm that may or may not appear
vacuolated. The outer cell membrane of the trophozoites is usually dis-
tinctly visible (J. R. Lindsey, Department of Comparative Medicine, Uni-
versity of Alabama at Birmingham, unpublished)

Control

Infection with this amoeba is considered inconsequential, and control
measures are not usually justified. The infection can be eliminated by
cesarean derivation and barrier maintenance.

Interference with Research

No examples have been reported